Genera! Colin L. Powell, USA (Retired)
909 North Washinptan Street
Suite 700
Alexzndria, Virginia 22314
~ September 13, 2006

Uear Scaator McCain:

I just returned 10 town and learned about the dcbiite
tzking place in Congress 1o redefine Common Article 3 of the
Gepeva Convention. T do aot support such = step and believe it
would be inconsgistent with the MeCain amendment on torfure
which T supported last year.

{ have read the powerful and elognent letter sent to you
by one my distinguished predecessors s Chairman of the Joint
Chicfs of Stafl, General Jack Vessey, I fully cndorse in tane
and tinf his powcrful srgument. The world is beginiing to
doubt the moral basis of our fight against terrorism. To
redefine Cominon Article 3 would 2dd to thost doubts.
Kurthermore, it would put our own froops at risk.

I am as familiar with The Armed Forces Officer as is
Jack Vessey. It was writtcn affcr all the horrors World War IT
znd General Georpe C. Marshall, then Sceretary of Defense,
used it to tell the world and to remind our soldicrs of our
mora) obligntions with respect to those in our custody,

Sincerely,,,

Senator John McCain ,/



